
Life Group Guide: Faithful Worship: God's Way, Not Ours 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Opening Question: 

In your own words, how would you describe the difference between effectiveness and 
efficiency in our faith and worship? 

 

Key Takeaways: 

1. Purpose and effectiveness in worship are more important than efficiency or 
convenience. 

2. Compromising God's commands, even with good intentions, can lead to unfaithfulness 
and negative consequences. 

3. Obedience to God's ways is crucial, even if it seems less efficient or culturally unpopular. 

4. Our disobedience can have consequences for others around us. 

5. God's unconditional love does not mean unconditional approval of our actions. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. How do you see the tension between "doing things efficiently" and "doing things God's 
way" playing out in modern church culture? 

 

2. PJ mentioned several examples of compromise in modern churches. Have you observed 
similar trends? How can we balance being relevant while staying true to God's Word? 

 

3. David's intentions were good, but he neglected God's specific instructions for 
transporting the Ark. Can you think of times when you've had good intentions but missed 
God's specific guidance? 



 

4. PJ’s message states, "when we believers disobey God, the innocent will suffer." How 
does this perspective impact your view of personal obedience to God? 

 

5. Reflect on the quote by William J. Toms: "Be careful how you live. You may be the only 
Bible some person ever reads." How does this challenge you in your daily life? 

 

6. How can we distinguish between God's unconditional love and His approval of our 
actions? Why is this distinction important? How does this distinction affect your 
understanding of your relationship with God? 

 

7. David took time to study Scripture and correct his approach. How can we cultivate a 
habit of returning to God's Word when we realize we've made mistakes? 

 

Practical Applications: 

 

1. This week, identify one area of your life where you might be prioritizing efficiency or 
cultural acceptance over God's specific instructions. Commit to aligning that area with 
God's Word. 

 

2. Spend time studying a familiar Bible story or command, looking for specific instructions 
you might have overlooked. Share your findings with the group next week. 

 

3. Pray for discernment in your worship and service to God, asking Him to reveal any areas 
where you might be following "worldly patterns" rather than His design. 

 

4. Choose one person in your life who might be impacted by your obedience (or 
disobedience) to God. Commit to praying for them daily and consider how your actions 
might influence their faith journey. 



 

5. Memorize a Bible verse related to obedience or faithfulness to God's ways. Suggestions: 
Deuteronomy 11:1, John 14:15, or 1 John 5:3. 

 

6. Consider how your faith practices might be influencing those around you, especially 
family members or close friends. Are there ways you can be a more positive "Bible" for 
others to read? 

 

7. Reflect on your "spiritual blind spots" - areas where you might be unintentionally 
neglecting God's instructions. Ask a trusted friend or mentor to give you honest feedback. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

5-day Bible reading plan and devotional: 

 

Day 1: Worshiping God His Way 

Reading: 2 Samuel 6:1-11, Exodus 25:10-22 

 

Devotional: Today's passage reminds us of the importance of worshiping God according to 
His instructions, not our own preferences. David's initial attempt to move the Ark, though 
well-intentioned, disregarded God's specific commands. This teaches us that our worship 
and service to God must be grounded in His Word, not our own ideas of what seems right or 
efficient.  

 

Reflect on your own worship practices. Are there areas where you might be prioritizing 
convenience or personal preference over God's instructions? Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal 
any compromises you've made and to guide you towards worship that truly honors God. 

 

Day 2: The Danger of Spiritual Compromise 



Reading: 1 Kings 11:1-13, Revelation 2:12-17 

 

Devotional: The sermon highlighted how small compromises in faith can lead to larger 
deviations from God's truth. Solomon's story in today's reading illustrates this principle. 
Despite his wisdom, Solomon allowed small compromises to accumulate, eventually 
leading his heart away from full devotion to God. 

 

Consider areas in your life where you might be tempting to compromise your faith, even in 
seemingly small ways. Remember that faithfulness in little things matters greatly to God. 
Pray for strength to stand firm in your convictions, even when it's difficult or unpopular. 

 

Day 3: God's Love and Holiness 

Reading: Isaiah 6:1-7, 1 Peter 1:13-16 

 

Devotional: Today's passages remind us that God's love doesn't negate His holiness. The 
sermon emphasized that God's unconditional love doesn't mean unconditional approval of 
all our actions. Isaiah's vision of God's holiness and Peter's call to holy living demonstrate 
that God's love should inspire us to pursue righteousness. 

 

Reflect on how you view God's love. Have you ever used it as an excuse to continue in sin? 
Ask God to give you a deeper appreciation for both His love and His holiness, and to 
empower you to live a life that reflects His character. 

 

Day 4: Knowing and Obeying God's Word 

Reading: Psalm 119:9-16, James 1:22-25 

 

Devotional: The sermon pointed out that David and the Israelites were unaware of God's 
specific instructions for transporting the Ark. This ignorance led to serious consequences. 
Today's readings emphasize the importance of not just knowing God's Word, but also 
putting it into practice. 



 

How well do you know God's instructions for your life? Are there areas where you might be 
"ignorant" of His will? Commit to regular Bible study and ask God to help you not just be a 
hearer of the Word, but a doer as well. 

 

Day 5: Influencing Others Through Faithful Living 

Reading: Matthew 5:13-16, 1 Timothy 4:12-16 

 

Devotional: The sermon reminded us that our obedience or disobedience to God can have 
profound effects on those around us. Today's passages emphasize our role as light in the 
world and the importance of setting an example for other believers. 

 

Consider the impact your life has on others. Are you living in a way that draws people closer 
to God or pushes them away? Pray for God's grace to live a life that faithfully represents 
Christ to both believers and non-believers in your sphere of influence.  


